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Why have tobacco control policies at local / city level?

• Enforcement of a comprehensive programme and not only one-shot measures

• Enforcement of best evidence-based measures with a better understanding

• Appropriate level to conduct experiments

• Involvement of local stakeholders

• The mayor: a clearly identified leader



Definition of a tobacco free city

• A city which aims to:
• Improve health, the framework and living conditions of its

inhabitants;
• Limit public areas that promote tobacco;
A Denormalisation of tobacco products, their consumption, the
industry
• Support tobacco cessation among smokers;
A Thanks to the enforcement of a comprehensive local tobacco
control programme

• It is not:
• A city without smokers, although the project includes various

measures to encourage smokers to quit.



Pilot project in 3 cities in the Grand Est region of France

• Joinville, 3 300 inhabitants

• Thionville Porte de France = community of
cities, 80 000 inhabitants

• Nancy, 110 000 inhabitants

• NGOs involved : GEST and CNCT

• Financial support from the ARS-GE

• 2020-2023 : implementation and current
evaluation for continuation and
transferability

Joinville
Nancy

Thionville



Methodology and process

• Cities have different profiles but the common factor is: a high smoking prevalence

• On a voluntary basis

• Steering committee made up of elected representatives, technical services from 
different departments, local stakeholders and partners

• Enforcement of Article 5.3 FCTC

• Limited knowledge and capacity in the field of tobacco control

a Considerable amount of time dedicated to information, raising awareness, 
dissemination of best practices among different stakeholders,  etc.

• A co-construction of the local programme based on a generic programme 



LPTC : Local Programme for Tobacco Control 

- A political decision thanks to the presentation of the document submitted to debate and a
vote at the local council

- A convention signed between the city, the Regional Health Agency and project leaders

- 4 main orientations in the programme:

1. Information and communication
2. Enforcement /current legislation
3. Development of new outdoor tobacco free areas
4. Promotion of tobacco cessation



Implementation of a tobacco free City hall

First and mandatory action 
Arguments:
• City hall: number of buildings involved
• Emblematic place in the city = to set an example
• A public place and also a workplace
• Some employees: ambassadors of the project

Actions: employee consultation, support for cessation for smokers, access to 
outdoor tobacco free areas, communication



Implementation of a tobacco free City hall

Banner

Façade display

Badge
Sticker

Campaign on social networks



Information on tobacco and its harmful effects

9

• A monthly information on a range of topics:

 Health

 Social

 Environment

 Cost

Benefits of a tobacco free life, etc.

• Events



Support for the application of current legislation

The involvement of agencies and of public authorities in charge of the 
monitoring and enforcement of the law is very weak in France

Focus on topics where the local police can intervene: 

Directly:
• Smoking ban 
• Ban on sales to minors
• Discarding of cigarette-ends

Indirectly : advertising ban 

a training of local police officers

a advocacy for the development of controls and penalties in cases of 
violation



Implementation of new outdoor tobacco free areas

• At the entrance of schools, cultural venues, sporting venues, …

• Parks

• Local outdoor events

a Support local authorities for legal text

a Signposting 

a Communication towards people directly involved, (ex: teachers, parents for school entrances), 
general public, media 

Joinville - 15 areas Thionville – 35 areas



Promotion of cessation 

• Raise awareness among
healthcare professionals of
the importance of promoting
smoking cessation in their
practices

• Information about local
support services for smoking
cessation

• Local campaigns including
different health professionals
authorised to prescribe
tobacco cessation treatments



Evaluation and initial findings

Current evaluation for complex intervention / its feasibility, its impact and its future

- Feasibility of the project cf acceptability/support from the population, from
stakeholders

- A project that requires increased communication in order to become better known by
the local population

- Some anticipated difficulties / local involvement for controls and penalties

- The need for a political will

- Local stakeholders become more and more proactive

- For transferability, there is a need to redefine the contribution of the 2 NGOs



Thank you for your attention!

For further information, please 
click on the following link :

https://villelibresanstabac.cnct.fr/

Contact:

a.clerc@chru-nancy.fr


